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__“ The Play’s the thing”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer, 


DRURY LANE THEATRE. 

A NEw Play, in five acts, entitled Caractacus, was brought 
out at this Theatre last night with every adventitious aid of 
beautiful scenery, picturesque costumes, delightful music, and 
splendid pageantry, yet its success was not so decided as was an- 
ticipated, and as the tasteful and lavish expenditure which has 
been bestowed on its getting up, ought to have ensured. The 
Play is an alteration by Planché of Beaumont and Fietcher’s 
Bonduca, and that gentleman has executed his task with the tact 
of a veteran dramatist, still there is too much description, and too 
little action, to suit the taste of a modern audience, Our readers 
need not be told the story of Caractacus, it is familiar to every 
one, and the author has introduced no novel incident. We can- 
not speak in praise of the acting, several of the performers perilled 
the safety of the Play by their alternate prosing and ranting ; 
the best acted part was that of Hengo by a youthful débutant of 
about six years of age ; he is a boy of great promise. 

Balfe has composed some highly dramatic music,a scena, exceed- 
ingly well sung byGiubilei, with a grand chorus, .was unanimously 
encored, The concluding scene presented one of the most im- 
posing and gorgeous coup d’eil ever witnessed on any stage ; it 
was hailed with shouts of applause. The Child of the Wreck, 
followed the Play.—The house was crowded. 

COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

Mr. MacreEapy has nobly redeemed his promise of producing 
the legitimate Drama ina style worthy the works of our great 
Dramatists, and, we only wish the public had been more liberal 
of their patronage. He, last night, produced Shakspeare’s Tra- 
gedy of Macbeth, cast with all the available strength of the 
company ,and with such an attention to the mechanical business 
of the scene, that we may fearlessly assert that this fineTragedy 
was never so well represented, as a whole, before ; too much 
praise cannot be given to Macready’s performance of Macbeth. 
Miss Huddart looked and acted the Lady Macbeth better 
than any one since the one great and unapproachable Lady 
Macbeth, Mrs.Siddons, and Phelps and Warde were excellent re- 
presentatives of Macduff and Banquo. The weird sisters, whose 
petsonation ought not to co-exist with mirth, were no longer made 
objects of laughter, but really looked and acted like unearthly 
beings, and the scene of their incantations was admirably well 
managed, as was the ascent of Hecate and her attendant 
spirits, who mounted into the air as they sang ‘ We fly by 
night.” Another immense improvement was the approach of the 
English Army, which really was a moving grove, as if Birnham 
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Wood had come to Daacinane; not as heretofore, a dozen men 
with small branches of laurel which did not half couceal their 
faces. Throughout the Play everything that judgment and li- 
berality could do to give it due effect was dope, and the audi- 
ence showed their delight by repeated plaudits. Locke’s beautiful 
music was finely executed. The chorus, ‘‘We’ll have adance upon 
the heath,” was encored. At the end of theTragedy,Macready was 
called forward, and enthusiastically applauded; the same com- 
pliment was paid to Mr. Phelps, but not with perfect unanimity. 
The new Melo-Drama, called The Parole of Honor, was the 
after piece. The pit was crowded, and there was altogether a 


good house. 
HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

YEsTERDAY evening, after TheLove Chase, the Musical Drama 
of My Poll. and My Partner Joe, was acted, for. the first 
time at this Theatre, T. P. Cooke supporting his original part. of 
Harry Hallyard, and a most graphic. delineation of. the. Pride. 
of Battersea he gave us. Mrs, Waylett played Mary. May-. 
bud, and introduced two of her sweet ballads, and. Buckstone. 
was uncommonly droll as Watchful: Waxend. The Drama was. 
received with considerable applause ; it was followed by theOpera 
of Swiss Swains. 


Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 


Deaw Mr. Epitor.—l address you from Winper’s Cigar Depot, 1, Little 
May’s Building, St. Martin’s Lane, having just popt in to whiff atrue Hlavannah, 
aud replenish my box with some exquisite snuff; by the way, friend Winder has 
a splendid BilliardTable on the premises—recommend by friends to call,detig htfu! 
place—bit I intrude—just wish tosay a word—beg pardyn—but will you excuse 
me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable worid at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town, 

On Monday, visit the Western Exchange Bazaar, 10, Old Bond Street,— 
patronized by the haut on, and thronged by the elite of society, introducing their 
country cousins, all anxious to encourage fashion, taste, economy, and female 
ingenuity. Generally enter by the private entrance in Burlington Arcade. 

On Tuesday, escort Mrs. P. to the CoLosszuM,—visited the Conservatories 
Fountains—Caverns—Views of Stupendous London, and other delightful and 
interesting Views.—The Optical Gallery—Wonders of the Microscope, &c. &c. 
Admission Is. 

Wednesday. visit Madame Tussaud’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian. 
Saloon, Baker-st, Portman Sqg.—Two new figures, LerdLeicester&EariSpencer, 
with other new and beautiful additions—The Queen, the Ducliess of Kent, the 
lamented Malibran, &c. &c.—fac similies from life !—the dresses truly superb. 

Thursday, pop into the Gothic Hall, 7, Hay-market, to listen to the delightfui 
strains of the Grand Euterpeon—fancied . I, was listening to a full orchestra— 
astonished at its unequaled executian of different airs and, overtures, and like 
wise by its wonderful mechanism,— Hours of performing, 1, 3, & 8 o’clock. 

Hunted an hour this morning for my hat, (one of RicHARps’s beautifu, 
Beavers,) found it on my head, so light didn’t know it was there—put me in 
mind of purchasing my autumn stock—made a memorandum “* Ricuarps, 125 
Strand, the only house in London for good hats.” 

On my wey to the theatre, called on friend Evans, at the Grand Hotel, King 
Street, Covert Garden—had an exeellept CoffeeRoom Dinner for 1s.6d. After 
the Play, popt into the Harmonic Meeting, held down stairs— so pleased, stayed 
there a week, for which I only paid a Guinea for bed and breakfast! Shalt 
recommend all my friends Mr, Editor, 

On Saturday, I examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle, Work. Leicester- 
square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art,—But I intrude—beg 
pardon—Your’s &c.—PAUL PRY. 

Every evening, after Theatre, 1 call inat Brett's, fer my diurnal allowance 
of a pint of his Improved Brandy, (price 2s, 3d.) as prescribed by my physician. 
Very likely to blunder into the wrong house, so am very particular in noticing 
the number, 99, Drury Lane, directly opposite Rusgell Court. 





























Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, (2nd Time) an Historical Play, in Five Acts, called 


CARACTACUS. 


Altered from Beaumont & Fletcher, by the Adapter of the 7 Woman never vert,’ Gc. 
The Overture and New Music composed by M’ W. BALFE. 
The Newand Extensive Scenery Painted by 











4 Mr. GRIEVE, Mr. T. GRIEVE, & Mr. W. GRIEVE. 
The Dresses, by Mr. Palmer, Mrs. Benton. &c. 
The Properties & Decorations. by Mr.Blamire, The Machinery by Mr. Nall. 


In order to give every possible effect to this production, an engagement has 


been made for V[y. DAVIS'S fine Stud ef Horses. 


ROMANS : Claudius Cesar, (Emperor of Rome) MrBAKER, 

OstoriusScapula,( Propretor commandingtin Britain )MrKING, 

Penius Posthumus, (Prefect of the 2nd Legion) Mr COOPER, 

Junius,Petilius, Demetrius, Regulus,Drusius.( Military Tribunes, ) 

Mess.BRINDAL, J.S.BALLS, HARRIS, DURUSET, H.COOKE, 

Sempronius, (@ Senator) Mr S. JONES, 

Macer,,... .Mr HONNER, A Decurion,......Mr F. COOKE, 

Flavius, Mo F..Sutton,, Jailor, Mr Fenton, First Soldier, Mr Mears, 

BRITONS : Caractacus, (the British Chieftain)Mr BUTLER, 

Hengo, (his Son) by a YOUNG GENTLEMAN, 
; (his 2nd Appearance on the London Stage) 
| Nenius,( BrothertoCaraciacus)MrHo well, ABrigantiansMrM‘Ian, 
BritishChiefsMt W.EILAND,MrHATTON,&MrT.MATHEWS, 
| Guideria,, (Wife to Garactacus) Mrs. LOVELL, 

Boovica,( his Daughter) MissCHARLES,ChiefDruidess,MissROMER, 

Arch-Druid, MrTEMPLETON, Mader (Chief Bard) Mr GiuBiver, 

Conal, & Hoel, (other Bards) Mr.BALFE, & Mr E.SEGUIN. 

y The following is the order of the new and exlensive Scenery : 

The Brow of a Hill, with Caer:Caradoc (i.e.—the Fort of Caraetacus ) ‘in the 
distances Ths Campof Ostorius. Entrenched Camp'of the Seeond: Roman 
Legion, Sacred Grove of the Britons. A British Dracontium, or Temple 
of the Sun and the Serpent, (designed from a Ground Plan of 'the celebrated 

' Remains at-Aueburry) Fitted up. fora solemn Sacrifizte. Part of the Field 

of Battle. The Tent of Posthumus! ** Caer Caradoc,” invested & carried. 

Retreat of Caractacus on the Rocks. The Roman Camp. AGlen. A View 
in Rome, Dungeons of the Tullian Prison, Ascent'of the Capitol ‘by the 

« .ivus Asyli, up whic will pass in the following order, a splehdid Roman 

| Triumph io honor of the defeat of Caractacus, Military Musicians, consisting 

of Cornicines, Buccinatores, and Tubicines. The Chief Sacrificer, a Priest. 
assisting Flamines attended by a number of Boys bearing Sacrificial 
| Implements. Beasts for Sacrifice. richly decorated ! (Furnished from the 
Zooligical Gardens). Inferior Priests, bearing the Axe of Slaughtér. 
Body of Roman Cavalrys Light Aimed 

Soidiess,, bearing Laurel Branches. Standard Bearers, Three abreast 

Wain, containing Spoils, drawn by Horses. Standard Bearers. Riches 

borne upon a Camel, (Fnrnished from the Zoological Gardens). Standard 

Bearers. Car, with Pic.ures,.images, &c. Drawn : by Horses, Standard 

Bearers. A Body of Centurions, Model of a captured City, attended by 

Steudard Bearers. Car, with the Atms of Conquered Nations, drawn by 

Horses, Attendants with Laurel Branches. Men bearing GoldVessels richly 

embossed.» Boys carrying smaller Goblets and Implements, Men 

with Vessels of Gold and.Silver Coin. Boys accompanyiug them with smal Jer 

Ve es. Mencarrying on their shoulders ornaments o: silver. Boys on either 

side with smaller Vases. Standards three abreast. Captives taken in War. 

Horse of the Preetorian Guard. Tribune, attended by his standard beare.. 

Lic.ors. followed by standard bearers. Boys with Baskets of Flowers. Mi- 

litary Musicians and. f'rophy Bearers. The Emperor’s Car! drawn by Horses 

three a-breast, followed by Elephants richly Capsrisoned, bearing various 

Crowns aad Sceptres tributary to Rome, and surrounded by groups of Equites, 

Officers, Soldiers, Standard Bearers, Musicians, Slaves, &c.&c. Caractacus 

and his Family in Chains, A Group of Perfume Bearers, Relations and 

Friends of the victorious General. Cavalry of theConquering Army Stan- 

daid Bearers. Soldiers of the Triumphant Legions, |Slingers bearing the 


Emblem of Victory, &c. 
To cvuclude with, (\ith Time) a New Drama, in Two Acts, called The 
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Standard Bearers with their Ensigns. 





Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 











This Evening, the Comic Opera of The 


oe 6 @ 
Marriage of Figaro. 
Count Almaviva, Mr VINING, i 
Fiorello, Mr MANVERS, Basil, Mr STRETTON, 
Figaro, Mr W. J. HAMMOND, 
Antonio,.....0se2ee+ eoecceeceeeeMr BARTLEY, 


Cherubino, Miss TAYLOR, 
Barbarina, Miss LAND, Marcellina, Mrs EAST, 


Countess Almaviva, Miss P. HORTON, 
Susanna, Miss SHIRREFF, 


IN ACT Ill. A PAS DE TROIS, | 
By Mesdames VEDY, FAIRBROTHER &RYALS, 


- 











IN THE COURSE OF THE EVENING TJhe Band WILL Perror™ 


Mozart’s Overture to ‘* Il Don Giovanni,” and Auber’s 
Overture to“ The Bronze Horse.” 








After which, (3rd Time) a Drama, in Two Acts, called 


The Parole of Honor | 


Lord Glenmere, (Officers of Rank in the) MrWALDRON, 
Sir Lionel Carlton,( Royalist Army) ) MrBARTLEY, 


Major Stock, Officers in the Royalist ) Mr TILBURY, 
Captain Andrews, Army, ) Mr DIDDEAR, 


Captain Mark Raby, (Of theParlinmentary Army )MrANDERSON 
Sampson Hartley,(aVeteran)( Royalist) Mr G. BENNETT, 
Corporal Sling, (Party) Mr MEADOWS, 


General Harrison, Mr PRITCHARD, Serjeant, Mr YARNOLD, 


Jane Carlton, Miss HELEN FAUCIT, 
Ruth Hartly,........es00( Sampson’s Wife ).....0.0.004Miss TAYLOR 











To conclude with, the last new Faree of The 


SPITFIRE. 


Capt. Shortcut, R.N. Mr ROBERTS, 
Lientenant Seaworth. R. N. .... 200 ccccseseeeeeee Me PRITCHARD 
Tobias Shortcut, Mr BARTLEY, 
2d Lieut. MrBENDER, Boatswain Bobstay, Mr MEADOWS, 
Sam,MrVarnold, Midshipman,MrBender, Surgeon, MrC. J. Smith. 
Seaman, Messrs Payne,Becket, Paulo, Sharpe, &c. 


Margaret, Miss P, HORTON, Mrs Fidget, Mrs GARRICK, 





patria Fen wees | 


To-morrow, Virginius, and The Parole of Honor. 
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